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WORDS FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear ICME colleagues, dear friends, 

I send warm greetings to you all from Tokyo as 

we approach the end of 2014. Two images show 

just a small part of paying seasonal respect at the 

Yasakuni Shrine as I walked through yesterday 

and it is with grateful thanks to the Japan Society 

for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) Bridge 

award that I am once again in Japan. 

 

 

 

 

The sun still shines down on us here and there are 

still some autumn leaves clinging to the trees, 

which adds to my pleasure as I write to you from 

the National Museum of Nature and Science in 

Tokyo as we approach the end of 2014. This has 

been a busy and successful year for our 

committee, one that we have seen bear the fruit of 

previous effort by our members, and where we 

have been able to lay the foundations for work in 

2015. I would like to highlight some key points 

that will be expanded upon in this Newsletter, and 

to give thanks to some of our extraordinary 

members. 

First we must say a huge thank you to Dr Annette 

Fromm. As you know, Dr Fromm selflessly 

continued to act as our ICME News Editor for the 

69, 70 and 71 issues. Without Dr Frommôs 

dedication to our committee the ICME News 

would not have been published at all in 2014. Dr 

Fromm has extended her assistance to our new 

ICME News editor, Dr Jen Walklate, for whom 

this, ICME News 72 is the first issue. Thank you 

Annette.  

Now we note our debt of gratitude to Dr 

Zvjezdana Antos. Dr Antos very kindly resumed 

the role of Treasurer at the end of 2013. As 

Treasurer, Dr Antos has been progressing funds 

for our ICOM-funded Special Project 

óAccessioning Africaô, which we outline below. 

On top of her Treasurerôs duties she also took the 
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lead role in organizing the annual conference in 

Zagreb, which included organizing payments and 

visa for the Fellows. Thank you Zvjezdana. 

One image from Marmara Museum where the 

ICME 2014 conference was hosted speaks to my 

feelings on our achievement.  

 

 

Smiling deity at Marmara Museum Zagreb.  

The 2014 annual conference and post-conference 

tour on the theme of Museums and Innovation was 

a huge success, as we note below. Here let us 

acknowledge Dr Antos, who organized the events 

in Zagreb, and also worked together with our 

board member Mario Buletic, as well as Dr Lidija 

Nikocevic, over the brilliant post-conference tour 

of Istria. Lidija and Mario guided us through some 

amazing multisensory experiences of the 

beautiful Istrian region. Some of us enjoyed our 

first truffles, ate the freshest fish and tasted the 

most delicious olives, breads and wines to the 

sounds of traditional musicians.  

ICME thanks the efforts of the team, Zvjezdana, 

Mario and Lidija, and all of their numerous 

unsung colleagues, who quietly worked away to 

ensure everything ran smoothly and everyoneôs 

needs were taken care of, to make our 2014 

conference one of the most memorable and 

inspiring events in our history. Thank you 

Zvjezdana, Mario and Lidija for our 2014 

conference and post conference study tour. 

 

Wooden toy rocking horse in the Ethnographic Museum, 

Istria.  

We are pleased to include Leif Parelliôs 

photographic report of the 2014 conference and 

study tour. We hope Leifôs beautiful images will 

give those of you who were unable to join us a 

feeling of the wonderful events. As someone who 

was lucky enough to attend I am transported back 

to warmer times with friends and colleagues. 

Thank you Leif.  
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An angel saving souls engraved on a font in Istria. 

In 2014 ICME awarded two Fellowships to 

members of developing nations - Esther Chipashu 

and Dr Jeremy Silvester - to enable them to 

participate in the annual conference. You will find 

Estherôs personal reflections on the 2014 

conference and tour in this issue. Thank you 

Esther. 

Our Fellows Reports, along with the papers 

delivered, will appear on the website in 2015. 

Many thanks to our Webmaster Mario Buletic for 

his sterling effort keeping our website up to date. 

This News also notes some dates for your 

diaries. We are pleased to announce details of 

ICMEôs 2015 conference in Hanoi Vietnam and 

we note the latest news on the ICOM triennial 

conference in Milan 2016. 

Finally a photo report from Sarah Kuramochi 

(nee Munton). Sarah outlines the way cultures 

fuse for her and how knowledge can be shared 

across cultural divides, with reference to her 

recent wedding.  

On behalf of the Board I wish you all a healthy, 

prosperous and creative 2015. 

Viv Golding, President of ICME 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT  

Viv Golding   

ICMEôs 2014 Annual Conference, on the theme 

of Museums and Innovations, was organized by 

the ICME Treasurer Dr Zvjezdana Antos, in 

collaboration with myself as the ICME Chair. It 

was generously hosted by the Ethnographic 

Museum of Zagreb where Dr Antos is employed. 

Museums and Innovations attracted ninety-six 

participants from twenty-nine countries, 

including forty-three ICME members and fifty-

three non-ICME members.  

For the first time, ICME were delighted to 

welcome three keynote speeches that resonated 

with the interests of our group. From Croatia, 

Professor Tomoslav Solaôs keynote speech 

considered óMuseums and Innovationsô; from 

Australia/Denmark, Professor Amareswar Galla 

spoke on óBringing Cinderella to the Ball: 

Rethinking the Ethnographic Museum 

ï Comparative Perspectives from Asia and 

Europeô and, from France, Dr Denis Chevallier 

discussed his experience of óTransforming a 

museum of society from the MNAPT in Paris to 

the MuCEM in Marseilleô. All these keynotes 

together illuminated current innovative work 

being carried out in museums around the globe.  

Subsequent speakers addressed the subthemes of 

the conference: Exploring Identity & Community; 

Communicating Heritage & Intangibility; 

Transformations; Collaborations; Developing 

new practice; New Voices & (Re)interpretation; 

Materiality & Sensual Knowledge; and Naming: 

the history and future of our discipline. Speakers 

represented museums and universities from 

twenty-nine different countries, including: 

Austria, Australia/Denmark, Belgium, Canada, 

China, Croatia, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, 

Germany, Israel, Italy, Lithuania, Malta, 

Namibia, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Qatar, 

Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, S. Korea, Spain, 

Switzerland, Zimbabwe, the UK (and Northern 

Ireland), and the USA. 

In addition to the conference papers, ICME made 

a number of study visits to museums in Zagreb. 

At each site, museum professionals warmly 
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welcomed us. Site visits included The City 

Museum, The Museum of Broken Relationships, 

The Ethnographic Museum and Marmara 

Museum. 

ICME enjoyed the intangible heritage of the 

region over lunch and during conference dinners. 

At our final conference dinner we were privileged 

to experience a traditional song and dance 

performance. Sitting in the exquisite building, 

watching the beautiful dancers and being 

enveloped in the sound of their wonderful music 

and songs was an unforgettable experience. 

Following the conference, ICME made a three-

day post-conference tour of Istria (17-19 

October), staying 2 nights in Rovinj/Rovigno. 

Board member and web-master Mario Buletic 

acted as our local guide, and worked together with 

Dr Zvjezdana Antos to ensure the smooth running 

of the tour.  

On day one in Pazin Dr Lidija Nikoļeviĺ, Director 

of the Ethnographic Museum of Istria, and her 

team, introduced us to the interesting exhibitions 

and gave us an historical outline of the region. 

Then she accompanied us to the Center for the 

Intangible Heritage of Istria at PIĹAN, where we 

engaged in discussion of intangible heritage, 

sampled the wonderful cuisine of the region and 

participated in a workshop of traditional dancing 

practices. 

On day two we visited Motovun, where we 

enjoyed a lecture on and tasting of mushroom 

truffles, which was a first experience for many of 

us. Then Dr Lidija Nikoļeviĺ joined us during our 

visit to the small town of Groģnjan/GrisignanΟ 

and Momjan/Momiano, where the family 

Sinkoviĺ introduced us to their wine cellar, 

distillery and the concept of agritourism. ICME 

learnt about traditional and modern wine 

production in this rural economy, and enjoyed 

local liquors, food and wine. After lunch we 

appreciated a guided visit to the Batana Eco-

museum, a local community initiative based on 

local maritime culture. In the evening we 

experienced a magical tour around the island on 

the traditional batana boats, with musical 

accompaniment in one batana boat, travelling to 

Spacio Matika, where we enjoyed freshly caught 

local fish, wines and music in a location 

traditionally used for selling wine and socializing, 

which has become part of the Batana Eco-

museum project. 

On day three, Dr Lidija Nikoļeviĺ joined us at 

Vodnjanv/Dignano, and gave us another lecture 

on her research into the locality during our visit to 

the Eco-museum initiative Istrian de Dignan, 

where we tasted products made from local olive 

oil from a small producer and visited the local oil 

mill. Then at Pula/Pola we visited the 

Amphitheatre and the old city centre with a guide 

from the Archeological Museum of Istria, who 

took us through the underground tunnels 

(Zerostrasse) and the Historical and Maritime 

Museum of Istria, which is situated in old townôs 

Venetian castle. Participants also made optional 

visits to sites including the Museum of 

Contemporary Art, the Gallery and Exhibiting 

Centre Sv. Srca., and Photo Gallery Makina 

before departing for Zagreb. 

This tour provided an important opportunity for 

ICME to engage in rich dialogue and experience 

live culture outside of the conference. We are 

delighted that email communication continues. 
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LEIF PARELLI PHOTO REPORT 

CONFERENCE 2014 

 

Zvjezdana Antos at the opening ceremony 

Esther Chipashu, Zimbawe, presenting 

 

Ivan Grinko, Russia, Presenting 

 

Annette Fromm, Kiwon Yi and Leif Parelli, Marmara 

Musuem 
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Display at the Ethnographic Museum Pazin Istria 

 

Lidija Nikocevic speaks to the group in Pazin Istria 
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Traditional dance workshop Pazin Istria 

 

Rovinj Istria 

 

Mario and our truffle expert 

 

Regional products 

 

Truffle oils 

 

Truffle pig 
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Jeremy Silvester admires the Sinkovic wines 

 

Cats and pig at the Sinkovic estate 

 

Thanking out Sinkovic hosts 

 

Boat trip 

 

Feast after the boat trip 

 

Tasting traditional products in the ecomusuem 

 

 


