Website Committee Report 2010-2011:

1. Introduction:
In the first meeting of the new ICOFOM Board, in Shanghai in November 2010, the topic of a new website for ICOFOM was first discussed. We were aware by then that, according to information received from ICOM International, all of the websites of ICOM’s International Committees are expected to be hosted by icom.museum, a site which had been renewed in 2010 and is now prepared for this new structure. The plan is to have a permanent space on the web for all International Committee websites. Since that moment, the ICOFOM Board has been challenged to re-create our already existing website so that it could be adapted to the new ICOM hosting system. 

The new website would have to take into consideration the fact that ICOFOM already had one online that had been created by our former President, Nelly Decarolis.  This had been an important and effective easy access site which was available in three languages of ICOM. For the fist time, it had allowed ICOFOM publications to be available to the world and thirty years of contributions could now be consulted by anyone and everyone who wished to deepen their knowledge of Museology and on museums. For all these reasons, we were very careful to keep in this new website all of the functions and materials that had been already included in the previous one. 

It was then, from conversation with ICOFOM President, Dr. Ann Davis, that a working group was created to construct the new website. The website’s intentions were to establish an active communications agenda between our members and beyond them over the next three years, aiming to expand our use of electronic resources, to focus on diversity by providing more opportunities for those who cannot get to our meetings, and to broaden our research and meeting topics and our locations to engage more museologists from different countries and backgrounds. Other than that, we have been trying to explore ways to encourage participation of young people and underrepresented nations, and to increase access to our meetings, publications and reports by disseminating the work of our committee using an open and inclusive methodology.  
2. Our goals and challenges:

The website working group aims to maintain and improve the communication and dissemination of ICOFOM's past accomplishments and future activities. It will post existing papers on the ICOFOM website, advertise upcoming meetings and events, and promote the work done in regional subcommittees.  In these ways, it seeks to increase the participation of new and young members by taking advantage of virtual and electronic tools to reach more people and engage them in dialogue.

When the website was created, the first challenge was to adapt the expectations of ICOFOM members to the model of a site that would work in the new ICOM system, a system which has some features still being tested or those not already functioning at all. As one of its premises, the website working group has made a commitment to take into consideration the opinions and suggestions from ICOFOM members. For that matter, we have included the responses to questions about the website which appeared in the 2011 ICOFOM Survey, coordinated by Dr. Jan Dolak (ICOFOM’s vice-chair). Such questions concerned members’ access to the website that already existed, their opinions about the work that was already being done, and their suggestions for the future of the site. All the topics that were mentioned were fully considered in the creation of the new website, and still remain of great importance for our work.
3. Our present achievements:

In the past year, we have created the entire ICOFOM website according to the model as presented by ICOM, and based on what we already had, made it more dynamic and accessible. We have built the structure of a website that has been conceived as a new international platform for Museology, where professionals and researchers from all over the world can find different kinds of information and publications available to all.
We have started disseminating the website and the work of ICOFOM in a decentralized way, so that different regions of the world have access. A new kind of dialogue has started among ICOFOM members and also between these members and other professionals. We have initiated a discussion group on Linkedin, coordinated by Anna Leshchenko, that is connected to our website, and some very complex topics concerning museological theory have been proposed – on which we have already received excellent feedback. 
Throughout the whole process of the creation of the website, we have been working in partnership with the Publications Committee of ICOFOM, so that some criteria could be determined for the materials that were being uploaded. The Publications Committee has also helped with the translations that were done for the three languages. We still look for translators and members who would like to assist, because at this point, we are not able to successfully update the whole website in the three official ICOM/ICOFOM languages.         

Right from the beginning, the ICOFOM website has received great feedback from the ICOM community, and we already have been asked to work in online partnerships with other International Committees. This way the work that is being done online is strengthening the bonds between ICOFOM and the other International Committees, allowing us to work together more frequently and to prepare for future joint events and projects. 

Last but not least, the ICOFOM website is being constantly updated with news and new materials, with contributions from many active ICOFOM members. The goal is that this website works as a current space of and source for information on Museology and museums.    

4. Considerations:

For the next year, we expect to continue the work that has already been done, improving the function of the website. We will still work hard to make it more widely known in the broad community of museologists and researchers in the field of Museology. Some ideas for reaching people are still being discussed among us, such as the creation of an ICOFOM newsletter and the broader use of social networks for disseminating the website.   
Remembering that our main goal will always be participation, we will do our best to involve most of ICOFOM members and also to acquire new members for the committee from the multiple dialogues that are being established on the web. 

Finally, everyone is invited to check on our work and the work of ICOFOM at our new website, at http://icofom.icom.museum/. 
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