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Re-thinking copyright strategy 
Outline 

• Two EU funded projects as case studies 

 

• RICHES 

• Europeana-Space 

 

• Designed to suggest pathways around the 
challenges posed by copyright in the cultural 
heritage sector where reform of the law is unlikely 

 



RICHES 



RICHES – the project 

• A range of research projects investigating the 
recalibration of relationships within the cultural 
heritage sector as a result of digitisation and co-
creation 

 

• Research Papers 

 

• Policy Documents 



RICHES – copyright strategy 

• a coherent copyright strategy should seek to provide a 
touchstone for making principled decisions; decisions that reflect 
and respect the rights and interests of creators, of users and of 
the public. It should seek to draw the sector together and provide 
a vision of where it should go over the coming decades, 
recognising that ‘cultural heritage’ is in a state of flux and that 
emergent practices are changing its boundaries.  

 

• Think first of cultural heritage as a resource (via the human rights 
framework) and the an asset (via the IPR framework):  the two 
frameworks should be used to complement each other to fulfill 
cultural rights. 

 

• Result?  More flexible thinking on the application of the 
flexibilities 



Europeana 
Space 



Europeana Space – the project 

• To create new opportunities for employment and 
economic growth within the creative industries 
sector 

 

 

• Based on six themes – Europeana TV, Photography, 
Dance, Games, Open and Hybrid Publishing, 
Museums – pilots, hackathons, business modelling 
workshops and incubation. 



Europeana Space – copyright 
strategy 

Content space which  
includes content and 
copyright tools for  
cultural heritage 
 



Europeana Space – copyright 
strategy 

• Flexibilities insufficiently broad to allow for 
experimentation for future commercial exploitation 

 

• The protected space 

 

 

• A legal and technical space in which innovation 
could take place 



RICHES and Europeana Space 

 

• Thinking creatively about copyright strategies 



Intangible Cultural Heritage and 
Copyright 

 

• The role of copyright and its flexibilities? 



Copyright Flexibilities: in the US and 
EU 
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